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Whoever Follows The Light Of 

The World Has Hope

…John 8:12-30…

Opening Question:

What hope would you offer to the darkness in our culture currently?

Context of John 8… “Jesus said, I AM the Light of the world. Whoever follows me 

will not walk in darkness but will have the light of men.” (vs. 12)

Some beginning observations from verse 12…

1. To follow “THE” Light is to follow Jesus.

2. Believing in Jesus is to do life with Jesus…“for unless you believe that I AM HE you will 

die in your sins…” (vs.24)

3. Jesus is the Light for the whole world, not just you.

“Jesus said, I AM the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness but will have the light of men.” (vs. 12)

4. The world is filled with darkness…morally & spiritually. “Woe to those who call evil good 

and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness.” (Is.5:20 & Rom. 1)

5. Light leads to fellowship, but darkness leads to deceit.

“If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us form all sin.”                                                      

(1 John 1:6-7) 

Be aware of ‘Religion’…it leads to darkness (verses 13-20)

“13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is 

not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, 

for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come 

from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I 

do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent 

me. 17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who 

bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 19 They 

said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor 

my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the 

treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet 

come.”

‘Religion’ will oppose God in the name of God, because it is rooted in idolatry…

1. If you know God, you will not seek to discredit Jesus, but you will seek relationship 

with Him.

2. Religion judges Jesus, instead of allowing Jesus to judge us…What does Jesus say 

about life?

3. Religion hardens your heart toward God and what He says…God has revealed who He 
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treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet 

come.”

‘Religion’ will oppose God in the name of God, because it is rooted in idolatry…

1. If you know God, you will not seek to discredit Jesus, but you will seek relationship 

with Him.

2. Religion judges Jesus, instead of allowing Jesus to judge us…What does Jesus say 

about life?

3. Religion hardens your heart toward God and what He says…God has revealed who He 

is—many witnesses!

Religion will oppose God in the name of God, because it is rooted in idolatry…

4. Religion does not understand or want God’s will, nor accepts God’s timing.

5. Religious people will try to force an identity on you, and you need to believe what God 

says about you, out of your relationship with Him.

6. Our ‘Following of the Light of the World’ is about relationship …and never religion… 

“Little children, keep yourselves free form idols.” (1 John 5:21)

Be aware of the world (culture)…it leads to darkness (vs. 21-24)

“21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in 

your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, 

since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from 

below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that 

you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.”

“Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.” (Lord’s Prayer)

Thinking Biblically about the culture in how we respond to it…

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of 

the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is 

passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” (1 

John 2:15-17)

…We need the Kingdom to come down - not the culture up.

…Response to Politics in Culture…The problem is not out there - it is in our heart (soul). 

Institutional sin must be addressed, but it starts with addressing personal sin, because all 

culture reflects the sinful human condition…

…There is no real hope in politics, culture, or religion. Our only hope is in the Light of the 

world changing a person’s soul! 

Our only hope is in believing in Jesus… Do You Believe In Jesus? (verses 24-30)

“I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die 

in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have 

been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, 

but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 27 They 

did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to 

them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and 

that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he 

who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are 

pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him.”

…The worse thing in this life is not dying…it would be dying in your sins…
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“I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die 

in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have 

been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, 

but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 27 They 

did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to 

them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and 

that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he 

who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are 

pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him.”

…The worse thing in this life is not dying…it would be dying in your sins…

…the darkness promotes lies about death and eternity…

…who are you Jesus?...we better get this answer right!

…religion and culture will not save you from your sin…so how are you dealing with your 

sin…trying to mange it, deny it, blame shifting, victim excuses, embracing lies - or will we 

confess and repent through the gospel of grace?

…only forgiveness through the cross will deal with our guilt, shame, accusations, and 

condemnation!

Whoever follows the Light of the World will have hope and experience life …

“…“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light 

a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In 

the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father who is in heaven…” (Matthew 5)

“…And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 

and its lamp is the Lamb…And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or 

sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever…” (Revelation 

21 & 22)

Let’s pray and allow the Light of the World to search our hearts…
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