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Following Jesus In His Relational Prayer Life (Part 2)

(How Jesus’ Coming…Advent…Leads To Relational Unity)

…John 17:13-26… 

God

UG

Believer                   Believer

A review of our journey with Jesus in John 13-17 (Harmony of the Gospels Study)

A vision of how to live life…

• A life of dependency…a life of love and relationship lived by abiding in Christ through 

the power of the Holy Spirit…

An example from the life of John Knox…

• His request to hear John 17 read everyday!

The overwhelming love of Jesus for us and the dependent life of prayer in Jesus…areas of 

relational prayer answered:

…Who is Jesus praying for?

…What is He praying for us?

…How is Jesus praying for us?

…John 17:13-19…

13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may 

have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has 

hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask 

that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.16 They are 

not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 

truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their 

sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.

…John 17:20-26…

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 

word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 

may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you 

have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them 

and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 

sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you 

have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me 

because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even 

though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent 

me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the 

love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

1st Relational Question: What is Jesus praying for His followers as they live in a 

hostile world? (vs. 13-14)

Nothing can give you joy in a situation of tribulation but the absolute trust in your 
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may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you 

have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them 

and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 

sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you 

have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me 

because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even 

though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent 

me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the 

love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

1st Relational Question: What is Jesus praying for His followers as they live in a 

hostile world? (vs. 13-14)

Nothing can give you joy in a situation of tribulation but the absolute trust in your 

Heavenly Father’s love and faithfulness—this is what Jesus had and we can experience 

as well…the joy is rooted in relationship (Hebrews 12:1-4). 

The importance of God’s Word, which points us to who God is, and then gives us the 

opportunity to trust Him and His faithfulness leading to joy - no matter the 

circumstances.

…How are you responding to tribulation (hate) from the world?

2nd Relational Question: What areas of relational trust is Jesus praying will be 

developed in His followers? (vs. 15-19)

1st Area of trust—To learn to pray in dependence on God for how to live in a world that is 

no longer our home (vs. 15-16).

His provision of other believers who are also “aliens and strangers” in this world—

Grace Church needs to be a safe place for people who are being beat up by the world.

His provision of grace to living out His purposes and mission before He chooses to 

take us home.

His protection from the evil one--who desires to deceive us and neutralize us—so we 

need to keep trusting & maturing…

2nd Area of trust—His work of sanctifying us 

through His truth (vs. 17)

God’s Word is reliable, inspired, relational and it was embodied in Jesus. God is at work 

making us like Christ.

“sanctify” = set apart for a specific intentional and exact purposes, it involves the 

entire process of God transforming selfish people and supernaturally maturing 

them—Heavenly Father, don’t allow them to stay immature in unbelief!

Don’t waste your life—humble yourself and choose to allow God to grow you up! 

What barriers can get in the way of experiencing God’s relational trust to change 

me and others through the Word?

1. Hidden sin—I love my sin or I don’t want to be exposed because of shame,  or out of 

pride want to impress you with my righteousness.

2. Immaturity in the Word—I have never become a self-feeder and allowed loving 

accountability to be a part of my life.

3. Bitterness—refusing to let go, to self-protect, to not forgive and invest in others 

(closed fist).

4. Unbelief—a hard heart that has given into unbelief because of believing a lie about 

God, myself, or about my life. 

3rd Area of Trust—His provision for us being sent out into a hostile world (vs. 18-

19)
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pride want to impress you with my righteousness.

2. Immaturity in the Word—I have never become a self-feeder and allowed loving 

accountability to be a part of my life.

3. Bitterness—refusing to let go, to self-protect, to not forgive and invest in others 

(closed fist).

4. Unbelief—a hard heart that has given into unbelief because of believing a lie about 

God, myself, or about my life. 

3rd Area of Trust—His provision for us being sent out into a hostile world (vs. 18-

19)

As He sends us out, He provides His grace, His presence, and His promises…Jesus is 

our example and provides the Holy Spirit…

 Jesus sanctifies Himself through submitting Himself to His work of salvation on the 

cross so that we can be truly sanctified!

Am I holding back from living out God’s vision for my life?—do I have a closed fist or 

an open hand?—God pours out His grace on the humble, open-handed, surrendered 

believer.

…How is your current prayer life reflecting that you trust God?

3rd Relational Question: Who is Jesus praying for?

Verse 20—He prays for all those who will believe, from all ages, from every tribe, nation, 

and tongue…for you and me!

Do you realize that He already knew your name? Do you realize that He is praying and 

has been praying for you ever since ?

The depth of Jesus’ love and commitment to you is revealed in that He’s praying for 

you right now and as He always has!

We belong to Him in a unique relationship—He has sanctified us and continues to 

sanctify us…

4th Relational Question: What is He specifically 

praying for us as it relates to living in this world?

Verses 21-24…He prays for our unity and He prays for our personal presence with Him…

The basis for this unity/oneness is holiness (being sanctified) and love (truly sanctified).

Every time we choose to sin—not trust God—we lose the experience of oneness, but 

when we are one in holiness, there will be love between us—there will be humility and 

grace poured out…

Positional unity vs. Experiential unity

Apart from Jesus Christ, the world & our lives are broken -- and unity is ruined -- but 

in Christ we become one. The problem is that we don’t always live out that oneness in 

our everyday lives…

Positional unity is who you are in Christ (Eph. 2:11-22) and experiential unity (Eph. 4-

6:10) is how you live -- and sometimes we choose not to act in accordance with who 

we are!

What Christ wants is for experiential oneness to be our reality—where our position in 

Christ becomes our practice…

A further understanding of unity…

• The kind of oneness that Jesus is talking about is not a superficial unity that is merely 

symbolical like we see in many denominational and ecumenical organizations, it is 

spiritual.

• Jesus desires a holy oneness, a oneness that reflects the relationships within the Trinity, 

a oneness in which we reflect how Jesus was able to live in this world while not 
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Positional unity is who you are in Christ (Eph. 2:11-22) and experiential unity (Eph. 4-

6:10) is how you live -- and sometimes we choose not to act in accordance with who 

we are!

What Christ wants is for experiential oneness to be our reality—where our position in 

Christ becomes our practice…

A further understanding of unity…

• The kind of oneness that Jesus is talking about is not a superficial unity that is merely 

symbolical like we see in many denominational and ecumenical organizations, it is 

spiritual.

• Jesus desires a holy oneness, a oneness that reflects the relationships within the Trinity, 

a oneness in which we reflect how Jesus was able to live in this world while not 

becoming like the world—a life of holiness and love…

• As long as you or I choose to sin -- a lack of trusting God -- we will not be loving God 

or our neighbor, and we will be destroying the oneness Jesus prayed for.

5th Relational Question: Why is oneness vital in this life?

Vs. 21, “that the world may believe that you have sent me” and Vs. 23, “to let the world 

know that You have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”…

The convincing argument that there is a Savior who delivers from sin—our only 

hope—is oneness that is reflected in a holy life of love (John 13:34-35 & John 15:12-

17)!

How else is the world going to believe that the gospel of grace in Jesus Christ is true 

unless there are some holy people who love like Jesus did—the evidence that the 

gospel is the power of God (Romans 1:16-17) and there is victory over sin available, 

including the power of forgiveness and grace-filled repentance, reflected in our 

marriages, families, workplaces, and neighborhoods…where we live our everyday 

lives…

“You cannot live a holy life unless God lives in you!”

“I in them and You in me…” (vs. 23)

“Christ in you, the hope of glory…” (Col. 1:27)

“Apart from me you can do nothing…” (Jn. 15:5)

 Jesus is not praying for something that can’t happen, He is praying for something that 

can happen because of who He is!

He is praying for our personal and communal presence with Him that is eternal (vs. 

24)—He wants us—He wants us to see His glory—He is offering us a staggering 

experience in which we have a taste here while we still live in this world.

6th Relational Question: How is Jesus Praying For Us?

Vs. 25-26—Jesus has full confidence and trust in His Father to bring this prayer into 

reality…

 Jesus knows the will of God and prays for it.

He is not asking for the world that doesn’t know Him but for those who know Him 

relationally, who have been and will be redeemed—the righteousness of God is the 

basis for this blessing for you and me—God can bless you and me because we are 

righteous in Christ and because His Holy Love transforms us. Blessing comes when we 

trust in His love and trust Him to love others through us! 

A final thought before we pray in unison…

What we see Jesus offering is a grace-filled process of…

Holiness > Humility > Unity > Community > Impact

 In this prayer Jesus shows us what prayer dependency is all about—it is about 

relationship—it is about joining God in that which will give Him glory—it is about 

praying for that which the Father has already promised to do, and then saying that you 

are willing to join God in doing what His will is in your everyday—it is about a loving, 
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basis for this blessing for you and me—God can bless you and me because we are 

righteous in Christ and because His Holy Love transforms us. Blessing comes when we 

trust in His love and trust Him to love others through us! 

A final thought before we pray in unison…

What we see Jesus offering is a grace-filled process of…

Holiness > Humility > Unity > Community > Impact

 In this prayer Jesus shows us what prayer dependency is all about—it is about 

relationship—it is about joining God in that which will give Him glory—it is about 

praying for that which the Father has already promised to do, and then saying that you 

are willing to join God in doing what His will is in your everyday—it is about a loving, 

relational, unity that leads to the gospel of grace in Jesus being understood and 

believed.

Let’s pray together in unison…

“Father, we thank you once again for speaking to us from Your Word. We are both 

convicted and comforted at the same time. We want to not only know that we are one 

in Christ but to experience that oneness that comes through trusting You and the 

power of Your grace in living a holy life of love. Father, if there is any sin of sowing 

discord in my relationships through my choices of living an unholy life or not choosing 

to allow you to love others through me, then reveal it—I want to confess it—I want to 

experience the unity that you have made possible through your life, death, and 

resurrection—I want to repent through your grace and go to whoever you reveal and 

make it right—I want others who are watching my everyday life in this world to see 

You in me. Father, we ask that you would perform another one of your many miracles 

through the power of the gospel of Your grace and bring us to complete unity. May 

You receive the glory. AMEN”
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