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We are a family of missionary servants who are making disciples! 

March 27, 2020  
Dear Grace Family, 
 
Amid these challenging times, it has likely never been more relevant to live out the words “We are the church no 
matter where we meet” than right now. Due to the restrictions on meeting together as we usually do, we need to 
be creative and intentional concerning how we stay connected with one another.  We encourage you to continue 
checking your email for Grace Family updates, visit our church website often, but most of all find ways to talk to 
people! Use your phone to call people rather than text…it is always better to hear a voice than just read a text! 
If you are able, make use of the newer technologies that are available online like Skype, Facetime, Facebook 
Messenger Video Chat or Zoom, so you can see a face as you connect with each other. 
 
Jesus told us to love one another as He has loved us. We are called to live out the Great (Everyday) 
Commandment of loving God and loving neighbor, regardless of our current restrictions. Some will interpret “love 
your neighbor” as a command to not step foot outside their home for two months, aside from obtaining life 
necessities, so as not to increase the risk of exposing themselves or others to the virus. Others will feel that “love 
your neighbor” compels them to get face-to-face time with someone who has needs while practicing “social 
distancing” and safe hygiene practices. But if both genuinely feel they’re trying to honor the commands and 
wisdom of Scripture, we must be charitable with one another, even if we come to different conclusions as to how 
we interpret the statements made by the government, or the CDC, or the DHS. We need to continually extend 
grace to people, maybe especially in this current context, as we seek to live out this command of loving others 
as Jesus directs us.  
 
As you know, Governor Evers directed the DHS of Wisconsin to issue a “Safer at Home” order, which went into 
effect on March 25 and will remain in effect until April 24. This order is specifically spelled out and is 16 pages 
long! We have looked at the details and find three sections pertaining to how we function as a church during this 
time. They are as follows: 
 

On Page 3…3. Prohibited Activities. All public and private gatherings of any number of people that are not 
part of a single household or living unit are prohibited, except for the limited purposes expressly permitted in 
this Order. Nothing in this Order prohibits the gathering of members of a single household or living unit. 
Landlords or rental property managers shall avoid entering leased residential premises unless emergency 
maintenance is required. 
 
On Page 12…h. Weddings, funerals, and religious entities. Religious facilities, entities, groups, and 
gatherings, and weddings and funerals, except that any gathering shall include fewer than 10 people in a 
room or confined space at a time and individuals shall adhere to Social Distancing Requirements as much 
as possible.  
 
On Page 15…14. Minimum Basic Operations. For the purposes of this Order, Minimum Basic Operations 
include the following, provided that employees comply with Social Distancing Requirements, to the extent 
possible, while carrying out such operations:  
a. The minimum necessary activities to maintain the value of the business's inventory, preserve the condition 
of the business's physical plant and equipment, ensure security, process payroll and employee benefits, or 
for related functions, including where these functions are outsourced to other entities.  
b. The minimum necessary activities to facilitate employees of the business being able to continue to work 
remotely from their residences. 
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Based on our interpretation of these new governmental guidelines designed to reduce the spread of COVID-19, 
yet still seek to provide for the needs of the Grace Family, we are implementing the following changes for the 
next 30 days: 
 
1.  The office staff will be working from home, therefore the office will be closed. The church building itself will 
remain open, accessible by utilizing the outside door near office entrance, at the following times: 
Monday – Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm and on Saturday from 9:00am – Noon. 
 
2. Since no one will be in the church office to answer calls, please call one of our three Staff Pastors directly if 
you have needs or questions (Pastor Brad at 313-0456, Pastor Grant at 948-6373, or Pastor Barry at 948-5702). 
 
3. The Pastoral staff will be working at home and in their offices as needed. One of the pastors will be in the 
office area when the building is open during the week. We do ask that you call ahead if you would like to meet 
with one of them or have a need that requires you to enter the church building.  
 
4. The prayer meeting at 6:30pm on Tuesday evenings will continue. We will gather in the Sanctuary and practice 
“social distancing” as required. Based on the number of people who come (if over ten people) we may need to 
divide up into different rooms to pray with and for one another. This meeting will be the only official meeting 
happening at the building for now. If you believe that the “Safer at Home” order means for you to stay at home, 
then follow your conscience, and pray at home on Tuesday evenings. Watch for information about a new 
opportunity to pray via Zoom next week. 
 
5. We will continue to follow the instructions concerning worshiping in our homes, which were spelled out in the 
previous letter from the Elders. Here is a quick explanation of the basics, along with one clarification based on 
the new “Safer at Home” order: 
 

 The Worship Service will be posted on our website (www.gracechurchfdl.org) each Saturday. There will 

be message notes and questions available as well.  

 

 There will also be a “Worship Service” DVD available for those who would prefer that or cannot access it 

through the website. You may pick] it up on Saturday mornings from 9:00am—Noon, from the table just 

inside the office door entrance on the south side of the building. Delivery can be arranged – so please 

contact one of the Pastoral staff ahead of time to make those arrangements.  

 

 Clarification concerning inviting people to your home to join in your worship experience: Whom you invite 

into your home is your choice, based on many factors, and should be discerned by each household. The 

intent of the “Safer at Home” order is to stay in your home as much as possible to reduce the risk of 

spreading the virus; yet this order also gives freedom to religious gatherings to meet as long as they 

maintain “social distancing” as much as possible, having fewer than ten people in a room or confined 

space at a time. All of us need to be prayerfully wise, regardless of what we choose in this matter.  

Expect a call from one of your Elders within the next week or so. We care about how each person and family is 
doing during this time and want to check in on you, and especially pray with you and for you.  
 
God’s Grace is Sufficient, 
 
Grace Church Elders 
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