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March 18, 2020 

Dear Grace Family, 

As we journey together through this unprecedented time, we would like you to turn your thoughts to Philippians 4, where we 
are reminded, when we face anxious times, to do the following: rejoice always, know that God is near, pray about everything 
with thanksgiving, experience His peace, be careful about what we dwell on, put into practice what God is saying in His Word, 
learn to be content in all circumstances whether in plenty or in need, that we can do all things through Him who strengthens 
us, and that our God knows our need and will supply every need we have. What a great list of truths and promises given to 
us for such a time as this! 

So that our entire Grace Family has access to this informational letter, we are sending it out via email, placing it on our website, 
and mailing it out through the USPS. We have become aware that, despite all our efforts, we still may not have everyone’s 
current email addresses, or that some have not shared their email address with the church office, and therefore may not have 
received any of the previous correspondence as of yet. If you are among these people, please consider giving your email (or 
updating your email) to the church office (office@gracechurchfdl.org) so you can receive information quickly as updates are 
sent out. We are including the previous two letters along with this one, so that everyone will have the full information. The first 
two letters were sent out via email, as well as being posted on our website. In those letters, we reminded everyone that this 
was an ever-evolving situation. That has not changed. This letter is our most recent update, as of March 18, regarding our 
current reality. Please be sure to read those previous letters, if you have not yet done so, as they contain important truths for 
us to apply right now in our lives. 

We are seeking to comply with the CDC guidelines, following them as they change during this pandemic. Our Governor and 
the State of Wisconsin Department of Health Services has now mandated a prohibition of mass gatherings of 10 or more 
people, with consequences of imprisonment, fines, or both, if not followed. (You can read the whole State of Emergency #5 
online where it is spelled out clearly, defining exemptions, etc. at www.dhs.wisconsin.gov ) We will continue to make 
adjustments as things change. Through all of this, we are seeking to balance what Romans 13 tells us about “being subject 
to the governing authorities because there is no authority except from God, and those that have been instituted by God. 
Therefore, whoever resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment” with obeying God, as we seek 
out ways to gather for worship each week (Acts 4:17-19).  

Hebrews 10:24-25 reminds us to meet together to worship and encourage one another often. The question then is, how do 
we submit to the government when they are recommending to us to not meet in large gatherings to protect people at risk, 
while continuing to meet for worship as we do each Sunday? Well, the persecuted church throughout the last 2000 years has 
modeled for us how to live this out. By following their example, we can have the opportunity to worship this Sunday - not at 
the Grace Church building - but in our homes. 

We are sharing these three areas of important information as we adjust our ministry moving forward:  

First, some specifics concerning the latest adjustments being made as we seek new ways to meet as God’s People.  

1. All of our current ministry events, meetings, and gatherings at the Grace Church building have been either cancelled or 
postponed, with the exception of our prayer meeting on Tuesday evenings. As things change, we will inform you when meetings, 
ministry events, and gatherings will resume. 

2. The prayer meeting at 6:30pm on Tuesday evenings will continue, gathering in the sanctuary to pray. Based on the number of 
people who come (if over ten people) we will split up into different rooms to pray for and with one another. This weekly gathering 
will be the only official meeting happening at the building for now. 

3. The church building will be open as usual during office hours (M-TH 8:00am-4:30pm, F 8:00-11:30am) so if you need to talk to 
the office staff or any of our Pastors, call or stop by the church building, using the office entrance. (FYI - There is often no one 
available over the lunch hour.) 

4. Some of you have asked about how to give your tithes and offerings during this time. You can always drop your offering envelope 
off at the church during regular office hours (please do not put in the USPS mailbox) or consider using online options by going 
to the Grace Church website (www.gracechurchfdl.org), scroll to the bottom of the front page and click on the green “Give 
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Online” tab. You will be walked through the process. You can set up automatic electronic fund transfers, or give one gift at a 
time. Our Church family budget needs continue, even during this time when we are unable to gather at the Grace Church 
building. 

5. Communication is very important within a large church family like ours. Therefore, it is important to check your emails, texts, 
and the website often for updates and helpful information. If you have needs or know someone in need, please contact the 
church office and the Elders. Please be sure to call pastors on their direct lines or use the Pastor-on-Call number (920) 948-
9262 at times when the church office is closed. The office phone and church email is not monitored evenings or weekends.  

Secondly, some specifics to equip you to worship in your homes beginning this Sunday, March 22. 

1. Jesus said, where two or three are gathered in His name, He is there. While our worship gatherings for Sunday will not be the 
large worship gatherings we are used to, we will be worshiping in our homes - and Jesus will be there as we gather there with 
those who can join us. 

2. If you are comfortable doing so, please consider inviting people to join you in your home at our regular worship time of Sunday 
Mornings at 9:30am. We will be keeping in line with our current weekly rhythm of worshiping together. The location has just 
moved from the Grace Church building to our homes.  

3. Every Saturday, we will make available the upcoming Sunday’s complete worship service (with music, ministry opportunities, 
prayer, and a message with discussion questions) available on our website. Go to the homepage of our Grace Church website 
(www.gracechurchfdl.org), and scroll down to click on the tab “Most Recent Worship Service”. We decided against using a LIVE 
stream due to the possibility of glitches, and the fact that some people may not have the ability to access the LIVE stream. We 
will continue our study through the Gospel of John.  

4. For those of you who, for any reason, are unable to navigate the Grace church website to access the Worship Service, we will 
provide a Worship Service Disc of the upcoming Sunday Worship Service for use in your DVD player. It will be available from 
9:00am until noon on Saturdays. This Worship Service DVD, along with extra message notes, will be in a clear container located 
just inside the office door on the Southwest corner entrance (facing the corner of 18th & Ellis) of our building. If you are planning 
on using the Worship Service DVD, please contact the church office ahead of time, so we know how many DVDs to prepare. 
Also, if you are unable to leave your home to pick up this DVD, just let us know by contacting the church office (922-7211) or 
office@gracechurchfdl.org  before noon on Fridays, and we will deliver the disc to your home. 

5. For our Children, we will be posting a video on the website, to help keep them up to date with the Gospel Project lessons. This 
link will also be located on our homepage, next to the “Most Recent Worship Service” tab.  

Finally, some instructions and suggestions for your in-home Sunday worship meetings: 

1. Pray about who you may want to invite to join your home worship gathering. Invite your family and friends. Current small groups 
and Bible study groups may want to gather for this time in your home. 

2. Someone should serve as leader/facilitator for the Worship and fellowship time. This role could be rotated week by week if 
desired. We would encourage this person to prepare by possibly reviewing the Worship Service ahead of time and looking over 
the message notes and questions, which can all be found on the website near to the “Most Recent Worship Service” tab. Spend 
time praying for your worship gathering. 

3. In Acts 2:42-47, we see how the early church gathered for worship and fellowship. With this in mind, you may want to include 
food (snacks or a full meal), and/or an extended time to fellowship as you gather for the Worship Service. 

4. As we meet in each other’s homes, we have a unique opportunity to be much more personally engaged with one another, to 
care for those worshiping together in these small gathering, to pray for one another, and to spend time after the message 
considering how to apply God’s Word during the coming week.  

5. Ask God how He may be leading those in your gathering to reach out to others during this pandemic, especially those who don’t 
know Him or who may be overcome with fear right now, by sharing your personal stories,  including God’s story and the promises 
He has for all people.   

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.”  These are great words for us to remember as we trust God during this time – overcoming fear 
and replacing it with faith in God’s promises to us. 

Praying for wisdom, 

Grace Church Elders 
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