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We are a family of missionary servants who are making disciples! 

 
Dear Grace Family,                                                                                                                                                 July 8, 2020 
 

The Elders met Monday night to pray and seek the Lord concerning how to shepherd the Grace Family in the ever-
changing realities of COVID-19. As a result, we have decided to make some changes to the Worship Service schedule 
which will be effective on Sunday, July 19, returning to the schedule we used for many years here at Grace Church. We 
are asking for humility, understanding, and patience, as we must again make some adjustments. 
 

These new adjustments are based on the following factors: 

 Difficulty getting enough volunteers: Due to the Saturday/Sunday schedule, it has been a challenge to find 
enough people willing or able to serve on a weekend. Scheduling those who are available is difficult. 

 Risk Factors and the need for face-coverings: There are some people within our Grace Family who have risk 
factors or other reasons related to the COVID-19 situation, which cause them to avoid public spaces where 
people are not using face-coverings (masks). They would love to join in worship here with the rest of the Grace 
Family, but have been unable to do so. 

 Preparation for Fall Schedule: We want to implement a schedule which we believe we can sustain and use as 
we approach our Fall Ministry needs. 

 

Taking these factors into consideration, we will be offering two worship services on Sunday mornings, beginning 
Sunday, July 19, and discontinuing our Saturday evening service after July 11. Worship services will be at 8:30 and 
10:45am, meeting in both the Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall (FH), physically distanced as we have been. 
 

7:45am Prayer Gathering in the Fireside Room 
8:30am Worship Service in Sanctuary and FH (your personal choice regarding face-coverings) 
9:45am Fellowship Time & Discipleship Classes (Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall) 
10:15am Prayer Gathering in the Prayer Room 
10:45am Worship Service in the Sanctuary and FH. Seating in the Sanctuary is reserved for those wearing face-
coverings (masks) only at this time. Others are welcome to worship in the FH. Please use the “Kitchen Carport” 
entrance if worshiping in the Fellowship Hall, reserving the Sanctuary entrance for those wearing face-coverings. 
 

The Sanctuary and bathrooms will be cleaned beginning at 10:00am, and the Fellowship Hall will be cleaned at 
10:30am in preparation for the next services. 

 
The following information related to the specifics for Sunday mornings: 
 

 The entrance doors to the building will be open unless there is inclement weather, in which case there will be an 
assigned person there to open and close the door to reduce possible spread. Out of respect for everyone’s 
personal choice regarding the use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), face-coverings and other PPE remain 
optional at the 8:30am worship service in the Sanctuary and FH. We are reserving the 10:45am service in the 
Sanctuary for only those who will be wearing face-coverings, out of respect for those who want to protect 
themselves because they have risk factors or other reasons related to COVID-19.  
 

 For comfort spacing and physical distancing, we will continue with seating in every other pew (those pews will 
be marked off). In the fellowship hall, you may move your chair to provide whatever comfort you desire.  
 

 You may place your offering in the baskets by each door, or you can use the online option for giving. 
 

http://www.grcfdl.org/


 

 

 The bulletin, message outlines, and prayer sheets will be emailed out and on the church website. There will be 
a limited number available on the Info Center, where you may pick one up before the worship time. 

 

 There is no staffed nursery at this time, however the “Nursing Moms /Infant Nursery “room is available for your 
use. It is located on the lower level, under the staff offices, and equipped with a live-stream of the service.  
Children’s Church will be offered at the 8:30am service only. When we resume other discipleship classes again, 
they will be offered at 9:45am.These ministries are offered “in person” for those who are comfortable with that, 
and there will continue to be a Zoom option for one of the adult discipleship classes. 

 

 We are always looking for volunteers who would be willing to help in all the areas of worship ministries so that 
we can meet the needs of expanding our services. If you would like to volunteer, please let Pastor Grant know 
(948-6373). We are especially in need of people to help clean specific areas within our building after each 
worship service to prepare and sanitize it for the next worship gathering. Please contact the church office 
(office@gracechurchfdl.org) or Mark Jopling (920-979-3944) if you can help in this ministry.   

 

 Please know that while we cannot guarantee complete safety from exposure to the virus, we are doing our best 
to make it as safe as possible for everyone who returns to the church building for gatherings. We will continue 
to offer our Worship Service online and on DVD/CDs every week. DVD/CDs will be available by noon on 
Monday. The service will be available each Sunday morning, streaming via our YouTube channel. Links are 
available on our website homepage www.gracechurchfdl.org.  
 

Finally, some other important information: 
 

 We will have three prayer meetings at the church building: Sunday mornings at 7:45 and 10:15am; Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30pm; and Wednesday morning Men’s prayer at 6:30am. We also continue our Prayer & 
Encouragement times via Zoom on Monday & Wednesday at noon, and Friday at 7:30am. (Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday P&E times have been removed due to lack of participation.) 
 

 All meetings happening at the church will have a Zoom option whenever possible, for those who are not 
comfortable or able meeting in person. We are reserving Monday and Thursday evenings to use our Zoom 
subscription for any meetings, to make the Zoom option available for them. 
 

 We are offering a weekly Facebook Live “Pastor Chat” on Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm. 
 

 Those men who were nominated for Elder or Deacon, are reminded to please contact Pastor Barry by July 31 
with your decision. 

 The proposed budget for the 2020/2021 fiscal year passed by a 97% approval. 
 

 

 “Mystery Island” Vacation Bible Camp, for 4K through 5th Grade, will be taking place August 3-7 in the morning, 
here at Grace. Most of the volunteer spots are covered, but we are still in need of a First Grade teacher. Class 
size is limited to 10 students, and first priority is given to the Grace Family until July 20th. Registration and 
donation sign up is all happening online this year. Please go to our website Homepage to explore the “VBC 
Headquarters” for all the info about this year’s program.  

 

Most importantly, we need to be aware of our enemy’s schemes to divide people from one another.  We have an 
opportunity to be a counter-cultural community by how we love one another. This includes not passing judgment on 
how a person responds to COVID-19, especially as it relates to face coverings. There are a wide variety of reasons people 
are responding to the virus the way they are, and many of them are not obvious. So, please be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow to anger (James 1:19). Our focus now- and always - needs to be on how we apply the Gospel of grace in 
Jesus Christ to our lives and to the culture we are called to reach.  
 
Depending on God’s Grace, 
 
Elder Leadership Team of Grace Church 
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