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Are You Listening To The 

Good Shepherd?

…John 10:1-21…

Opening Thoughts & Questions:

The LORD is speaking to us through COVID-19 and the civil unrest within our 

country…Are we listening?

…Observations about what Grace Church needs to listen to the Great Shepherd about as 

we follow Him together…

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and 

it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may 

have life.” (John 5:39-40)

The solution to the brokenness that people see in human institutions is revealed in God’s 

story…A story about Jesus!

1. Valuing the worth of all people as image bearers.

2. Embracing God’s design for gender, sexuality, family.

3. Understanding there is one race made up of all people groups descended from Adam 

& Eve.

4. Recognizing every person is a sinner in need of the gospel of grace through faith and 

repentance, and every system & institution is affected by human sin (selfish rebellion).

The solution to the brokenness that people see in human institutions is revealed in 

God’s story…A story about Jesus!

5. Obeying God’s Laws provide equality for all people.

6. Accepting that God’s Kingdom is the pattern for justice & social order for those in and 

under authority as we repent continually.

7. Living as God’s people who are a new family called a ‘chosen race’ and a ‘new man’ 

because of salvation in Christ.

8. Understanding that Leadership in His Church is based upon God’s design and 

character, not social factors.

9. Recognizing that Christianity has the most diversity of any movement in history 

because it is based on God being the Creator.

10. Our hope is in the Gospel of Grace, it will eventually lead to utopia as the Kingdom of 

God will be fully realized in the future when Jesus returns, and the presence of sin will be 

no more.

Context of John 10…Let’s look at John 10 verses 1-6 as we listen to the Good 
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9. Recognizing that Christianity has the most diversity of any movement in history 

because it is based on God being the Creator.

10. Our hope is in the Gospel of Grace, it will eventually lead to utopia as the Kingdom of 

God will be fully realized in the future when Jesus returns, and the presence of sin will be 

no more.

Context of John 10…Let’s look at John 10 verses 1-6 as we listen to the Good 

Shepherd…

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by 

another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the 

shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, 

he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they 

will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 

strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what 

he was saying to them.

Five ‘needs’ we have as sheep, that the Good Shepherd has provided for:

1st Need: To accept what we are…Sheep! (vs. 6)

2nd Need: You need a flock (vs. 1)

3rd Need: To go through the One & Only Gate (vs. 2-3)

4th Need: To know & listen to the Shepherd's voice (vs. 3-5)

5th Need: To follow & trust the Good Shepherd (vs. 3-5)

The Great “I AM” is “The” DOOR and “The” GOOD SHEPHERD…vs. 7-15…

“…So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All 

who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am 

the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 

pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life 

and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, 

sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them 

and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep…”

We can trust Jesus as the only DOOR and GOOD SHEPHERD because:

1. He always tells us the truth (vs. 7)

2. He warns us about false shepherds (vs. 8-10)

3. He lays down His life for you (vs. 11)

4. He is not afraid of anything (vs. 12-13)

5. He knows us by name (vs. 14-15)

Remembering who Jesus is…And if you are not a sheep, you are a goat or a wolf… 
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1. He always tells us the truth (vs. 7)

2. He warns us about false shepherds (vs. 8-10)

3. He lays down His life for you (vs. 11)

4. He is not afraid of anything (vs. 12-13)

5. He knows us by name (vs. 14-15)

Remembering who Jesus is…And if you are not a sheep, you are a goat or a wolf… 

vs. (16-21)

“…And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 

listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father 

loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 19 There was 

again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a 

demon, and is insane; why listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words of one 

who is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

Remembering who we are following and how we are to follow…

1. Followers of Jesus from every people group (vs. 16)

2. Jesus has one flock…unity in diversity (vs. 16)

3. Jesus is the One Shepherd…under-shepherds must be followers before they can lead 

& feed others (vs. 16)

4. Jesus is the Savior & the Resurrected One (vs. 17-18)

5. The evil one desires to scatter the sheep by deceiving us in whether we can trust 

Jesus (vs. 19-21)…You Can Trust Jesus!

6.

6.

As we remember who Jesus is and celebrate communion together…

Who will we listen to this week as we live our daily lives?

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and 

follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world 

and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul?                                                     

(Mark 8:34-37)

Let’s examine ourselves as we listen and follow the Good Shepherd who has laid down 

His life for us…

Next week we will take a short detour into 

1 Peter 2:13-17…So read it and pray about:

How are we to respond to our current cultural realities, as followers of the LORD Jesus?

“…Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, 

as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do 

wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you 

should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not use your 

freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love 

the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.”
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