
July 3     "No Regrets" Group @ Rolling Meadows
July 4     Worship with Communion
July 5     Office closed (in observation of

July 8     Missions Meeting, 6:30 pm
July 12   Elders Meeting, 6:30pm 
July 16   Youth Lock-In
July 19-23 VBC "Incredible Race"  
July 26   Youth "Dock Spiders" Game
July 26   Deacon's Meeting, 6:30pm

  Independence Day

WORDS OF
GRACE
M o n t h l y  N e w s l e t t e r

"The sweetest
satisfaction lies,
not in climbing
your own Everest,

but in helping
other climbers."

J U L Y  H I G H L I G H T S . . .

W O M E N  O F  G R A C E
R E F L E C T I O N  - P G .  4 !

I T ' S  A L M O S T  T I M E
F O R  V B C !
Vacation Bible Camp is fast
approaching! Join us July 19-23rd
for the "race of a lifetime". See page
3 to get the details about registration.
Contact Traci Soeller to volunteer!
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M
P A S T O R  G R A N T . . .

I n s i d e  t h e  I s s u e

This month, Pastor Grant shares
some thoughts about Independence
Day, the Kingdom of God & what
that means for us in our everyday
lives... read more on page 2!

- Max Lucado

J u l y  2 0 2 1

This month we have a special
article featuring Helen Vande Berg!
Helen is still faithfully serving the
Lord, and the Grace Church
Family. Check it out!



As we once again celebrate our nation’s independence from the tyrannical rule of
England, my thoughts turned to those who made the bold stand to declare
themselves free from England’s rule. One of those who signed the Declaration of
Independence was a man named John Hart.

Hart was elected to the Continental Congress where, near the age of 60, he voted
for the Declaration of Independence. He fully understood the personal cost
entailed by signing the Declaration of Independence and quickly became a target
of the British. Chased from his dying wife’s bedside and hunted by the enemy, he
wandered about the countryside to avoid discovery by the British, rarely sleeping
in the same place two nights in a row. In fact, he even had to sleep in the “resting
place of a large dog” to avoid detection by a nearby British patrol. Several times,
he was forced to flee as fast as he could to save his neck which had been marked
for vengeance by the British.

Hart was finally able to return to his destroyed home in 1777 and gathered his
children together. He began to rebuild his farm and property, but never fully
recovered his health from the physical hardships of being forced from his home
and being exposed to the cold, and living outdoors for the year. The “sorrow,
humiliation, and suffering, wearing out of his bodily strength, hasten[ed] the
approach of decrepitude and death.”

John did not see the fulfillment of his wish of freedom and independence for
Americans, for he died before the end of the Revolutionary War. Nevertheless, he
is remembered for having dedicated years of service to his Christian faith, his
family, and his country. He died on May 11, 1779, and “was always known as a
sincere, but humble Christian.”

These experiences remind me of that which was suffered by the Apostle Paul.
Read his words in 2 Corinthians 11

Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—
with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings,
and often near death. Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty
lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned.
Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on
frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from
my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the
wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship,
through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in
cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure
on me of my anxiety for all the churches.

Let us celebrate our freedom from the kingdom of this world, which was won for
us at such great cost, and let us remember that we, too, may be called on to
demonstrate our commitment to that freedom. We have aligned ourselves with the
Kingdom of God and need to recognize that we, too, may be called upon to suffer
for Christ’s sake.

In His service,

Pray that the Elders will have
wisdom as they seek God's face
and God's direction for us to join
in His mission as the Grace
Family, and as they look for
God's guidance in shepherding
His people.
Pray for the Deacons to have
wisdom as they come along side
hurting people, and steward the
resources with which we have
been blessed.
Pray for the Ministry Leaders to
experience God's presence and
power as they lead their
ministries.

8:45am Sunday Mornings

6:30pm Tuesday Evenings 
Corporate Prayer at
GRACE

6:30am Wednesdays
 Men's Prayer - Prayer  
 Room

8:00am Thursday Mornings
Men's Coffee Fellowship 
& Prayer at Grace

 at Grace Church
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P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S A   N o t e  F r o m  P a s t o r  G r a n t

P R A Y E R  
O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Dear Grace Family,

Mondays at noon
Wednesdays at noon
Fridays at 7:30am

P R A Y E R  &  E N C O U R A G E M E N T
C O N N E C T I O N S

The easiest way to access these Zoom
gatherings is to go to the homepage of the
website, hover your cursor over the "Contact
Us" tab and click on the "Prayer &
Encouragement" tab. Use the password
ConnectwGRACE to access the links for
each time!



Registration for Vacation Bible Camp is NOW OPEN. To register please

visit our website: www.gracechurchfdl.org/registration

Our program will run Mon-Fri. from 8:45-11:45 am. VBC is for children

who have completed 4K thru 5th grade. Cost: $5 per child or $15 per

family (3 or more children) to be paid on the first day of the program.

We have a limited number of t-shirts available which will be given out

on a first-come, first-serve basis. Register early for a chance to get a

free t-shirt! Be sure to pick up posters and postcards to share & invite

your friends and neighbors to come and join the fun.

Looking to get involved? You can volunteer to help out the week of

VBC. Contact Traci Soeller to get plugged in. There are also multiple

ways to donate. Use this link to register to bring food donations:

https://signup.com/go/FhsuFzm

The deadline to drop off food at the church is Sunday, July 11th. You

can also give monetarily. Drop your donation in the offering boxes at

the church building (PLEASE be sure to designate it to VBC on the

memo line or envelope) or you can give through the website:

www.gracechurchfdl.org/give . Most importantly we invite you to PRAY

for the kids, families, volunteers & all involved. Pray that the Lord's hand

would be on this event and it would be used for His Glory!

Supper served
5:30 to
8:30pm
Friesland
Community
Band concert
6:00pm
The Kingman
Gospel
Quartet
concert
7:30pm. Bring
your own
chairs &
blankets.
Fireworks at
dusk

You are invited to
Friesland to
celebrate on

Monday, July 5
including fun,

fellowship, and
food in a family

friendly
environment.

 

Sharon Van Egtern & family

T H A N K  Y O U !
I am blessed beyond measure! Why? Because I belong to the
Grace family, when I'm at my lowest, they pick me up. For 2
months, I was unable to drive, Mary Kay Brockman reached out to
our bible study group, and later to the whole Grace family, and I
was given a ride home from dialysis three mornings a week for 2
months. A Christian neighbor who always is up at 5 am, gave me a
ride there at 6:10 am for 2 months... God is so good, all the time.

Thank you,

Berdie Rae Nett 
 

G R A C E  C H U R C H ,
The Van Egtern Family has been so blessed by all the prayers, love,
concern, and care from our Great Church. Thank you to all who
called to offer food, visits, and just love. Thank you Pastor Barry for
the visits, sharing scripture that helped us over the hard times. We
are so grateful to God who kept His promises to Dick.
I love you all.

N E W S  &  N O T E S

Love,                                     (PB)

D E A R  G R A C E  F A M I L Y ,
Lisa and I, and our children, want to thank you for the meaningful
and fun celebration out at Lakeside Park as well as the
meaningful worship service on June 20th. We feel very
appreciated and loved. Thank you for all the prayers, well wishes,
hugs, cards, gifts, and the monetary gift you gave to us. In the near
future, my cell phone number will be changing, but Lisa's cell
number will remain the same. As far as our departure date, we
will be pulling out of Fond du Lac on July 5th – this is a change
from the original plan of June 26 – and arriving at our new home
on July 7th.

Our new address is: 8089 Sandsmere Dr., Colorado Springs
80908, and we’d love for you to visit us there in the future! We will
miss you all and we look forward to times in the future, either
here or in Colorado, when we can share life together.

Friday, July 16th

Monday, July 19th - Friday, July 23rd

Monday, July 26th from 11am-3:00pm

Lock-In (no cost but also no outside/non-youth group friends)

Vacation Bible Camp

Dock Spiders Baseball Game in FDL (Cost is $10)
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JULY YOUTH SCHEDULE
No Youth Group Meeting on July 4th (and no special activity that
week). The first youth meeting for July will be on July 11th.

HEY GUYS! The Youth for Christ Peach Sale is happening July
14th & 15th! Watch for more details coming soon...
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Our church family has a wonderful history of
longtime members who have worshipped at
Grace for many years. Helen Vande Berg is one
of those people. She and her husband, Henry,
and their three children, were faithful members
throughout their lives. Henry's parents were
actually founding members of Grace Reformed
Church located on 12th Street in Fond du Lac.
Amazingly, Helen's first date with Henry on June
10, 1947, was spent at youth group at this church!
They were married the following February and
began attending Grace Reformed Church.
 
On June 2nd Helen turned 91 years old and she
has yet to retire from serving the Lord. Even
though she doesn't leave her home very often,
Helen has found a way to make a difference for
those less fortunate. She has been knitting
newborn hats for a mission board located in
Pennsylvania that sends them to countries in
need. Her last shipment In May included 150
hand-knitted hats and also many knitted blankets.  
Helen also inspired others to knit for missions
including Arlene Wisse. They combined their
efforts and sent many hats to be used for babies
in third-world countries. Helen doesn't intend to
stop anytime soon because her basement still
houses many boxes of yarn waiting to be knit into
newborn hats!

Over the many years, Helen has always been
involved in ministry at Grace.

From Women's Guild, to the Mission Board,
Choir, and Vacation Bible School she has given
her time and energy. She has many good
memories of the church activities she took part in.

On Saturday nights she recalls mimeographing
the church bulletin for the Sunday church service.
During the summer, Helen would bring her three
young children on the city bus from NFDL to help
with VBS.   She and her husband also sang in the
choir, with special music often enjoyed by the
congregation featuring Henry and his brother Ted
VandeBerg.

Helen chose to serve Christ through involvement
with the mission board for many years.  She
headed up the EAA outreach to MAF (Missionary
Aviation Fellowship) to provide meals and
housing for the missionary pilots. More recently,
she was instrumental in gathering women
together to sew dresses for the Haiti mission
team.

Now in her 90's, Helen serves the Lord in ways
she can: by praying for others, by reading God's
Word daily, and by creating much-needed items
for those less fortunate. The Lord's work is never
done in her estimation. Her encouragement to
each of us is to continue finding ways God can
use our talents and gifts to bring glory to Him!  

Submitted by Carol Bauer



This is a beautiful song sung by Marshall Hall, (see the link below!) The question that comes to my mind is … “Does
God cry?” Does the Creator of all things, the Master of the universe, actually cry when He sees the sufferings of His
children? I believe that God's heart shares our sorrows and that He weeps for us through His Holy Spirit. The Bible
confirms that He does. God is speaking to Jeremiah 14:7, He says … “Let My eyes run with tears day and night, and
let them not cease. For My hapless people have suffered a grievous injury, a very painful wound.” God, who loves us
beyond explanation, hurts when we hurt and cries when we cry. He knows the heartache you might be experiencing
this very morning, and He shares the hurt you suffering. I think God cries when He sees parents struggling with an
unruly child or a marriage being broken because of unfaithfulness. God cries with us when we lose the one we loved
and He shares the sorrow and the loneliness we are experiencing. He is brought to tears when he witnesses babies
being aborted … when He sees young people and old alike filling their bodies with drugs or alcohol in order to be able
to cope with their daily struggles. 

Today, whatever struggles and sorrows you might be going through … God knows everything about it and through His
word, He makes this promise … “Many are the afflictions of the righteous” David writes in Psalm 34:19 … “but the
Lord delivers Him out of them all.” God's promise is that He will see us through whatever difficulties and challenges
we might be facing… He will provide… He will see you through. These words come from an old gospel song and they
carry such an important message … “In some way or another… the Lord will provide. It might not be my way… it
might not be your way and yet in His own way... God will provide.”
 

Lord help us to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives today. 
Guide and direct our path and fill us with Your grace.

“When I Cry”: https://youtu.be/kkLAwaw-4nY

What are “Suddenlies”? The spell check on my computer is telling me that there is no such word … “suddenlies”. Yet I
think you know what I’m talking about... it’s those things that can happen suddenly without warning. Sudden illnesses,
sudden tragedies, sudden loss of employment, sudden marriage problems, sudden ________… you can add to the list.
They are the things that enter into our lives without warning, not allowing us the time to plan our strategy in how to deal
with them.

For many, the “suddenlies” can leave them perplexed, worried, hurt, and uncertain what to do next, but as Christians we
know where to turn in such times. We seek God and the help He will give us to see us through. We know for certain that
God is present with us in good times and difficult times, fully aware of the circumstances each of us might be facing.
From Nahum 1:7 we read … "The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those who trust in Him.”
Psalm 23:4 promises … “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod
and Your staff, they comfort me.” 

Store up God’s word in your mind and heart and I can promise you that we need not be consumed by worry and doubt
when those “suddenlies” come. We will be prepared to handle them, knowing we can lean on our Heavenly Father for
strength, guidance, and support.

Lord, we take great comfort in knowing that You are fully aware of the “suddenlies” 
that come against us, and that nothing catches You by surprise. 
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The Anchor Holds
b y   J a c k  W i t t e

Your Anchor will hold … in spite of your storms!

“When I cry … You cry. When I hurt … You hurt. When I've lost someone, it takes a piece
of you too. When I fall on my face … You fill me with grace, Cause nothing breaks Your

heart, nor tears You apart … like when I cry.”

Are you ready for the "Suddenlies"?

https://youtu.be/kkLAwaw-4nY


N E W S L E T T E R  D E A D L I N E

G r a c e  C h u r c h  S t a f f

Pastor Grant Baumgart - Worship & Admin
cell: 948-6373  email: baumgart@gracechurchfdl.org

Pastor Brad Rutherford - Youth & Family
cell: 313-0456  email: rutherford@gracechurchfdl.org

Administrative Assistant - Carol Blain
phone: 922-7211  email: office@gracechurchfdl.org

Communications/Media Coordinator - Rachel Titel
email: cmc@gracechurchfdl.org

Head Pastor & Chief Shepherd - Jesus Christ

Office Assistant - Beth Rutherford
Custodian - Mark Jopling
Custodial Assistant - Jen Koenigs

Elder on Call: Friday, Saturday & Sunday
(920) 948-9262

163 18th Street    
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
office@gracechurchfdl.org          
www.gracechurchfdl.org

Offering & Attendance                       
8:30/10:45  

05/2/2021                 $425         129/37           
05/9/2021            $11,004         146/37
5/16/2021              $3,572         127/28
5/23/2021            $16,941         142/26
5/30/2021              $8,182         114

May Weekly Ave:   $8,024.80      136/32

Weekly average needed to meet budget 
 $10,142

Year to Date Givings      $441,026
Year to Date Expenses  $421,026

Totals reflect May month-end totals

Please submit information for the 
August Words of Grace 

to the church office by July 15th.
You can contact the office at (920) 922-7211 or

office@gracechurchfdl.org

Office Hours are:
Monday-Thursday 7:30am-4:30pm

Friday 7:30am-11:30am

CORPORATE PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:
Sunday mornings at 8:45am
Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm

Wednesday AM Men’s prayer at 6:30am.

All meet at 
Grace Church

building


