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We are a family of missionary servants who are making disciples! 

(Some info updated on 3/18/20)  
March 14, 2020 

Dear Grace Family,  
                                                                                                                               
Some of the Elders have received numerous texts, emails, and phone calls over the past couple of 
days. In the first letter we sent out, we wrote the following, “This is a rapidly evolving situation that we 
will continue to monitor.” So, we are writing another letter based on this evolving situation. 
 
In 2 Timothy 1:7, it says, “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control 
(sound mind).” In fact, over 300 times, the Scriptures tells us to, “Fear not…” God has provided for us 
through His Word and the indwelling Holy Spirit promises and real help in those times we are tempted 
to give into fear. We have power over fearful situations because God is with us and His grace is enough 
in all things. Instead of fear, we are to give ourselves to loving one another and to use self-control and 
a sound mind as we face situations that could produce fear. So here are some things for us to be aware 
of and implement as we face into this situation with faith and not fear as we ask God to show us how 
to love others and depend on Him for a sound mind and exhibit self-control. 
 
First, there is a lot of information and misinformation out there right now. Agreed! We want to encourage 
you to read your Bible and along with that, read sources that are most relevant about this evolving 
situation. The three most relevant sources are: 

1. www.cdc.gov  

2. www.dhs.wisconsin.gov 

3. www.gracechurchfdl.org  

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) will give you the information you need about this situation from 
a national perspective to help you during this crisis. The Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHS) in Wisconsin will give you the state and local information you need to help during this crisis. The 
main way we can communicate the latest information will be through the Grace Church website and 
our Grace Church emails.  
 
Secondly, some of the latest things we know about COVID-19. COVID-19 is as contagious as any 
coronavirus that causes the common cold. We pass it easily through droplets when we sneeze or 
cough, even before we notice symptoms of illness. COVID-19 differs from other coronaviruses, 
however, because it targets the lungs instead of the nose and throat. This explains why most diagnosed 
people present with fever and cough, without the runny nose and sinus congestion you’d expect from 
a cold. It also explains why it jeopardizes healthcare systems. COVID-19 is a highly communicable 
virus with the potential to cause pneumonia in numbers that overwhelm hospitals. Italy is living out this 
threat, with the sudden surge in cases stressing its facilities beyond their capacities. 
 
And yet, most people with COVID-19 don’t get critically sick. Eighty percent of those with laboratory-
confirmed COVID-19—and likely more who develop mild symptoms, but don’t seek testing—recover at 
home without incident. Overall, the mortality rate from this virus is 3 percent, higher than the flu, but 
multiples lower than that of the Ebola strain that has ravaged Africa. 

http://www.grcfdl.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
http://www.gracechurchfdl.org/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30627-9/fulltext
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/who-china-joint-mission-on-covid-19-final-report.pdf
https://www.esv.org/is%203/


Children, in particular, seem to escape serious illness from COVID-19, a surprising divergence from 
the U-shaped distribution of illness—highest among the youngest and the oldest in the population—
that we typically observe with infectious diseases. 
 
While the overall mortality from COVID-19 is relatively low, the risk of death dramatically rises among 
those advanced in age, live with chronic illnesses that have already compromised their immune system, 
or have current medical respiratory illnesses. Mortality shoots up to 15 percent among those older 
than 60 years of age, and after 80 years the death rate from COVID-19 rises to 22 percent. While the 
vast majority of the population, including children, will weather coronavirus infections from home, the 
elderly and infirmed face a high risk of death. Long-term care facilities and geriatricians recognize the 
dangers, have issued alerts, and recommend against social visits to nursing homes and assisted living 
centers to protect those most vulnerable. 
 
In addition, we should familiarize ourselves with CDC’s recommendations for people at high risk for 
infection, and ensure the vulnerable in our midst are safe and nurtured. Those for whom COVID-19 
poses the greatest danger, are also those who commonly require help from others to manage daily life. 
CDC recommends that the elderly and chronically ill avoid crowds, close contact, and elective medical 
visits, but all these guidelines prove complicated when you require assistance with meals, wound care, 
or dialysis several times weekly. As we implement procedures to shield the elderly from illness, we 
should also remember to reach out to our brothers and sisters, to ensure they have systems in place 
for support that also limit their chances of infection. And if safety measures cut them off from the regular 
gatherings of God’s people, we need to connect regularly and often, by phone or internet, to remind 
them of Christ’s love during these trying days. 
 
Thirdly, as the disease is spreading more communally now in Fond du Lac impacting how we function, 
we are offering the following: 

1. During this rapidly evolving crisis, the most loving and wise thing for you to do is stay home and stay 

connected through the Grace Church website and through other ways of communication other than face 

to face connection.  Keep social distancing of six feet between yourself and others when possible. 

 

2. In this time of social distancing, be careful to not isolate yourself. Stay connected with others. 

 

3. If you have needs due to sickness, child care—since schools are closed as of March 18, or any other 

needs created because of this current crisis, please contact the church office (922-7211) or an elder so 

we can pray with you and see how we can be of help in your need. 

Please continue to follow the guidelines of the CDC, like good hygiene, washing your hands, using 
hand sanitizer, and when you are sick—please stay home. We want to love people, especially those 
who are at higher risk in our community by limiting possible exposure to the virus. Our Worship Service 
from Sunday, March 15 is on our Grace Church website. 
 
Our President has proclaimed a National Day of Prayer on Sunday, March 15. Elders, Deacons, and 
any ministry leaders will meet to discern, pray, and look at ways we can serve and love others during 
this time. 
 
God is in control and by His grace we will overcome! 
 
Praying for wisdom, 
 
Grace Church Elders 
 
 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/who-china-joint-mission-on-covid-19-final-report.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2762130
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/who-china-joint-mission-on-covid-19-final-report.pdf
https://www.ahcancal.org/facility_operations/disaster_planning/Documents/COVID%2019%20-%20Update%202.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html

