
WORDS OF

GRACE
M o n t h l y  N e w s l e t t e r

February 1    Elders Meeting 6:30pm

February 4    "Attending the Bride" Women's Study Intro Mtg

February 6    Men's No Regrets Conference @Lighthouse

February 7    Worship with Communion

February 8    Heart to Heart in Fellowship Hall @6:30pm

February 11   Missions Meeting

February 14   Safe Home Sunday

February 15   Deacons Meeting 6:30pm

February 17   Ash Wednesday Seek God for the City begins!

February 25-28   Women's Prayer Summit @Green Lake

February 27   "Awaken" Women's Conference

 Youth Superbowl Party in the Youth Room

(see Brad for start time) NO AWANA meeting!

   @Community Church FDL

"Though our
feelings come
and go, God’s

love for us
does not.”

F E B R U A R Y  H I G H L I G H T S . . .

H E A R T  T O  H E A R T

E V E N T

Share “your heart” with the hearts

of the individuals who spend the

night at the Salvation Army

Warming Shelter. See pg 4 for more

information and plan to join us

H E L P  F O R  T H E

H O M E L E S S

We have an opportunity to help

local shelters & crisis programs!

Supplying items helps them

greatly. Visit pg 4 to see the most

needed items and find out more!
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M

P A S T O R  G R A N T . . .

I n s i d e  t h e  I s s u e

Pastor Grant shares some thoughts

about interpreting the world around

us and how our worldview

influences how we live our every

day lives.

- C.S Lewis

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1



naturalism (also referred to as materialism)
pantheism
deism
theism.

There are many methods we could employ to interpret the
world around us. If we were to distill them down to four
main categories or headings, they would be as follows:

Naturalism says there is no God, nor is there a spiritual
world; everything arises from natural properties, causes,
and changes (evolves) over time.
Pantheism says that God and nature are co-equal and
coexist in perfect harmony; God is everything and
everything is God.
Deism states that a supreme being created all we observe
around us, but no longer has any interaction or dealings
with the universe.
Theism believes in an eternal, uncreated God, Who has
created the universe and all that is in it and is in a
sustaining, personal relationship with His creation.

It may surprise you that in recent years there have been a
growing number of scientists, biologists, mathematicians,
and philosophers who have come to a belief in God. They
recognize that the universe, from what we observe under
the microscope to what we see through the telescope,
proclaims the order, beauty, and creativity of a Majestic
Being. Naturalism, pantheism, and deism all fall short of
providing compelling explanations of the origins and
sustainability of our universe; only Theism does, and points
to the most amazing God Who reveals Himself through His
creation (Psalm 19:1-6), and in the scriptures.

You may be wondering why I am bringing all of this to your
attention, so here it is: Our worldview will determine how we
live our lives.

 
If I am a naturalist, anything goes. I am in control of my
own life, I can do what I want without fear of eternal
judgment or consequence. If I am a pantheist, I can
worship anything and everything, and still be in good shape
with the gods. As a deist, while I believe in a creator, I am
left to my own devices to figure out this life, and hope-for-
the best regarding eternity (if that even exists). But as a
Theist everything changes...

As one who believes in an eternal, creator God, Who is
outside of time but involved in our daily life, I have an open
invitation to interact with God! God calls us to engage with
Him, and we can anticipate that we will be rewarded for our
faith and diligence. (Heb. 11:6) He has invited me into a
relationship with Him! He has given me the right to be a son
of God through Jesus! (John 1:12)

"And when you pray.... But when you pray.... And when you
pray.... Pray then like this...."  Matthew 6:5, 6, 7, 9

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.  Hebrews 4:16

...let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and
our bodies washed with pure water.  Hebrews 10:22

...without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever
would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that
he rewards those who seek him.  Hebrews 11:6

Did you see the emphatic statements above which outline
the diligent mindset we need to embrace in our approach
to God and prayer, and Jesus' expectation that we will
approach the living God?

The NIV Application Commentary on Heb. 11:6 says
"It is absurd to think that a person can sincerely come to
God in prayer without a firm confidence in his existence."
I say it is just as absurd to confidently affirm our belief in
an eternal, gracious, creative, just, loving, powerful,
majestic, interactive God, but neglect the most powerful
gift He has given us: relationship with Himself through the
agency of prayer under the authority of Jesus the Christ.

So back to the worldview question: Are we living life as
Theists, or are we embracing the lifestyle of naturalists,
pantheists, and deists?

In parting, let us look again at these familiar words from
the Apostle Paul:
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A Note From Pastor GrantA Note From Pastor Grant

Dear Grace Family,
He has given me the privilege of praying to Him and
presenting to Him my requests, and requests on behalf of
others (intercession).

I believe that many profess their belief in God, but live
their lives as though God does not exist, or that He
approves of everything they do (or don't do), or that He
has no interest in His creation. This is evidenced by a
shockingly lackadaisical approach to prayer.

Take a moment to look at these passages:

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with
thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, that God
may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery
of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— that I may
make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.

                  Colossians 4:2-4
In His Service,



Wondering what to do in the case of INCLEMENT WEATHER?
Find out about any church-related cancellations by listening

to KFIZ (1450 AM), going to www.kfiz.com or by checking the
church website. YOU CAN ALSO SIGN UP FOR OUR

TEXTING SERVICE! Text the word "grace" to 86677 for
weather cancellations and other important updates!

Join our church family as we
come together to pray with other
Christians throughout the world!

A Sincere Thank You...

Grace Family,

Thank you so much for all the cards, phone calls, memorial donations,
meals, and especially your thoughts prayers for our family during this
difficult time of losing our mom.  We are praising the Lord for His Grace
and Glory and knowing that she is finally at peace and rid of all pain. Dad
continues to gain a little strength each day and is so happy to be living
with us.  Thanks again, it is very much appreciated!

Annette and Mark Erickson.

Dear Grace Family,

I'd like to express my sincere gratitude for all that you've done for me
and my family during this difficult time. The cards, prayers, and concern
have been so supportive and mean so much! I feel the love of God
shared through your hearts.

Kathy Halper

REGISTRATION:
The price includes 3 nights, 7 meals, and the registration fee. Limited
spaces are available. Register online by visiting: www.we-pray.org OR
Write a check to 'We-Pray' and mail it to:
Ginny Schroeder
1195 S Oakwood Rd
Oshkosh, WI 54904
Please include your name, address, email & phone number.

Price per person: $262.00
The deadline to register is February 11th

February 25-28, 2021   |   Green Lake Conference Center

HEY FOLKS,
Don't forget to bring your
"change" to church each
Sunday (or throughout the 
week during office hours) for our "Change A Life" Mission box project.
Boxes are located at the Info Booth and up in the Fellowship Hall. Our goal
is to collect $50 a month to go to the kids at Mahali Pa Maisha in Kenya.

As we gather together in corporate prayer, the Holy Spirit shares
the truth and counsel of God into our hearts that we may gain
greater wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One.
Please plan to join other God-seeking women to set aside
extended time to worship, listen, and pray!
Whether it's your first time or 20th time God has been faithful to
work in our hearts to transform, restore, and mature our
relationship with Him. He is so faithful to speak when we take the
time to listen!
Joining us will be Jody Mayhew from Portland, OR  -  a facilitator from
IRM (International Renewal Ministries) and dear friend of We-Pray.

N E W S  &  N O T E S

Feb. 7th - Super Bowl Sunday! (No AWANA)
Feb. 14th - Hearts Night
Feb. 21st - Glow Stick Night
Feb. 28th - Food Pantry Night (Bring a can good for
the food pantry, 1 pt. per item)
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Please submit information for the March Words of Grace to
the church office by February 15th. You can contact the
office at (920) 922-7211 or office@gracechurchfdl.org

Join Pastor Barry as he delves into a new topic for the month of February.
"Unhurried Living: Following Jesus' Rhythms of Work and Rest"

Don't miss this great weekly learning opportunity!

Feb. AWANA Schedule

We are collecting NEW hygiene and cleaning items
for local crisis agencies through The Family Radio’s
annual “Help for the Homeless” hygiene drive,

Are you longing for the Holy Spirit to stir up your heart and awaken
you to all God is doing in and through your life right now? Invite
God to rejuvenate you through Gospel-centered teaching, genuine
Christian fellowship, prayer, and worship at the Awaken Women's
Conference. Tickets are available at Community Church, ReachOut
Books or online at: https://ccfdl.org/card/awaken-conference/ Early bird
ticket price is $35 before February 15, 2021.  Virtual tickets are available
for $20. Price goes up to $40 February 16, 2021. Virtual ticket price
remains the same.                       For more info visit: ccfdl.org/awaken.

Community Church’s Awaken
Women’s Conference
Saturday, February 27, 2021  |  8:30-3:00pm

Feb. 14 – March 7. A collection box will be arriving in the lobby
soon for your Help for the Homeless donations -- deadline for
donations is March 7. Or make a financial donation for the
purchase of supplies for our community at TheFamily.net

Supplying these items to local shelters will help them direct their
limited funds to providing qualified staff, counseling, food, and
shelter to those they serve.

Most urgently needed items are laundry soap, kitchen size
trash bags (shelters go thru LOTS of these), shampoo, cleaning
supplies, diapers, toilet tissue, and feminine care.  Your
donations remain here in the Fond du Lac community and will be
going to local agencies like ADVOCAP Homeless Program, Beacon
House, New Beginnings, Solutions Center & The Salvation Army.

Seek God's face & Seek God's Kingdom for our cities and every
country in the world. Available as a paperback book, e-book &
mobile app! Visit https://waymakers.org to order your copy today.

We invite you to use the "Seek God for
the City" 40-day prayer guide to help you

WOMEN'S PRAYER SUMMIT

"For he who finds me
finds life and obtains
the favor of Adonai."

 

Proverbs 8:35

Invite your friends and family to join us!

HELP OUR LOCAL SHELTERS & CRISIS PROGRAMS!
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You have an opportunity to share “your heart”
with the hearts of the individuals who spend
the night at the Fond du Lac Salvation Army
Warming Shelter.

Each person that stays at the shelter is offered
“breakfast-in-a-bag” when leaving the shelter in
the morning. Here’s how you can help…

Women of Grace is sponsoring a fun event on
February 8th at 6:30pm. We will packing
breakfast bags for the Warming Shelter – and
also decorating Valentine cookies to snack on
as we make Valentine cards to send along with
the bags. Donations of yummy, prepackaged
goodies are needed! Even if you are unable to
attend, we would love to have lots of donated
items to share in the bags. (See the suggested
list in the next column for ideas!) Donations
may be dropped off at the lobby display.
Monetary donations are also welcome!!

Since we need to know how many to plan for,
please register in-person at church, or online
via our website.

Come and share your HEART with their
HEARTs on Monday, Feb. 8th!

Who: No age limit! This is a perfect event for
families with kids. We just ask that children be
accompanied by a responsible adult.

What: Decorating (and then enjoying) heart-
shaped cookies, making valentines for the
homeless, AND packing breakfast bags to be
donated to our local Salvation Army Warming
Shelter

When: Monday, February 8, 2021, at 6:30 pm

Where: Grace Evangelical Free Church
  in the Fellowship Hall

 

Cost: There is no cost! Instead please bring
Food Donations for the Warming Shelter
breakfast bags.

MonthlyMonthly
ReflectionReflection

Water bottles (or juice)
Packages of Individually wrapped:
Granola bars, protein bars, breakfast bars
Dry cereal, instant oatmeal, crackers, &
trail mix, etc
Breakfast pastries (like "Little Debbie")
Fruit cups or Fresh fruit (apples, oranges,
bananas)

Some Donation Ideas:

Grace Church,

"Let no one ever come to you without leaving
better and happier. Be the living expression of
God’s kindness: kindness in your face, kindness

in your eyes, kindness in your smile."
- Mother Teresa



Education … no diploma or degree is required, just simple folks who love the Lord and want to spread His “Good News”
Requirements … A firm belief that Jesus died for our sins, rose again, and will come back to get us one day soon.
Territory … No assigned territories, you can go wherever God leads you.
Responsibilities … To tell others of God's great love for them and help them find Jesus.
Follow-up … is required and can be accomplished through prayer, Bible Studies, Small Groups, or just plain one-on-one
discussions.
Sales Leads … God will supply all the needs and the leads and will bring people into your lives with whom you will
spend time and share His Holy Word.
Payment of Expenses … All expenses are paid in full by the blood of Christ who died on the cross to make your
position possible.
Re-reimbursement … You will have the opportunity to experience the joy of knowing that another soul has been
claimed for Christ.
Retirement Benefits … At the time of retirement you will receive a heavenly reward. You are guaranteed a mansion in
heaven with all expenses paid. There is no expiration date on these benefits … they will last forever.

Just like the Marine Corp. advertisement … “God is looking for a few good men … and women.” Everyday our newspaper is
full of companies seeking employees, each listing the requirements, responsibility, and rewards. I wonder what God's ad
would look like …

WANTED: Workers

God's looking for workers? Are you ready to apply?
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The Anchor Holds
b y   J a c k  W i t t e

Your Anchor will hold … in spite of your storms!

HELP WANTED!
Jesus said this to His disciples … “... the harvest is plentiful … but the workers are few.”  Matt 9:37

When I read the above quote on fear, I did some study and found more than 100 verses (and I am sure there are more)
on fear. The Bible recognizes that fear is one of our greatest enemies. Throughout the Old Testament and the New, we
find verse after verse on how we are to recognize our fears and how we need to depend on God for help in handling
them. I think that even Jesus experienced fear. As he knelt in prayer on the Mount of Olives prior to His betrayal by
Judas, He knew of the horrible death that awaited Him and He prayed … “Father, if you are willing, take away this cup of
suffering.” Fear had it's grip on Him, yet He recognized that His Father was His source of strength, and He prayed …
“Not my will, but Thy will be done.” (Luke 22:42) 

This day may hold something that you greatly fear. As you awake, fear grips you and anxiety fills your mind. Think of this
promise from our God who loves you … “My grace is sufficient for the … for my strength is made perfect in weakness.”
Fear and anxiety is our weakness, and God is fully prepared to provide us the grace we will need to overcome it.
J. L. Packer writes … “Grasp the fact that God is for you. You will find in thus knowing God as your Sovereign Protector,
irrevocably committed to you in the covenant (His promise) of grace … both freedom from fear and new strength for the
fight.”

One more “fear” verse to share with you from The Message, Isaiah 43:1-4 … “Don't be afraid! I have redeemed you. I've
called your name. You're Mine! When you're in over your head, I'll be there with you. When you're in rough waters, you
will not go down. When you're between a rock and a hard place … it won't be a dead end… Because I am God, your
personal God, the Holy One, your Savior. I paid a huge price for you … that's how much you mean to Me! That's how
much I love you!” Someone once said … “Courage is not the absence of fear … it's to feel the fear and face it anyway.”
We can only do this through the power of God's grace and the promises of His Word.

“Do not be afraid to enter the cloud that is settling down on your life … God is in it. 
The other side is radiant with his Glory.” L.B. Cowman



N E W S L E T T E R  D E A D L I N E

G r a c e  C h u r c h  S t a f f

Lead Pastor - Barry Vegter
cell: 948-5702  email: vegter@gracechurchfdl.org
Associate Pastor - Grant Baumgart
cell: 948-6373  email: baumgart@gracechurchfdl.org

Family Pastor - Brad Rutherford
cell: 313-0456  email: rutherford@gracechurchfdl.org

Administrative Assistant - Carol Blain
phone: 922-7211  email: office@gracechurchfdl.org

Communications/Media Coordinator - Rachel Titel
email: cmc@gracechurchfdl.org

Head Pastor & Chief Shepherd - Jesus Christ

Office Assistant - Beth Rutherford
Custodian - Mark Jopling

Pastor on Call: Friday, Saturday & Sunday
(920) 948-9262

163 18th Street    
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
office@gracechurchfdl.org          
www.gracechurchfdl.org

Offering & Attendance

          8:30/10:45
  12/6/2020            $4,680           96/46
12/13/2020            $2,085           90/37
12/20/2020          $42,437           92/38
12/27/2020          $17,532           60/-- 

November Weekly Ave:   $16,685    85/40 

Weekly average needed to meet budget 
 $10,142

Year to Date Givings      $269,392
Year to Date Expenses  $254,689

Totals reflect December month-end totals

Please submit information for the 
March Words of Grace 

to the church office by February 15th.
You can contact the office at (920) 922-7211 or

office@gracechurchfdl.org

Office Hours are:
Monday-Thursday 7:30am-4:30pm

Friday 7:30am-11:30am

CORPORATE PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:
Sunday mornings at 7:45am & 10:15am

Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm
Wednesday AM Men’s prayer at 6:30am.

All meet at 
Grace Church

building


